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Abstract. Pristine forests remain a primary environmental resource of Brunei Darussalam. However, due to the country’s limited space, inevitably some forested areas in Brunei may have to give way for urban development as the country progresses economically. To determine the rate of forest loss, time series analyses of Landsat MSS 1972, TM  1991, 1999 and 2002  images  were used to determine forest cover loss and urban development in Brunei-Muara District, Brunei Darussalam.  
Based on initial findings, approximately 30 % of forest cover was lost from 1972-2002. Conversely, there was a 60 % increase in urban areas around Brunei-Muara District  from 1972  2002. The results indicate the change in landuse from forest to urban areas within the said  district was a consequence of development. It was also found that the increase in urban centres  had a very strong relationship  with  increasing  population  in the area, which required the district to open up new areas for residential purposes..

This includes secondary data from the interviews with relevant officers from Town and Country Planning department, Housing Development Department and Forestry Department to understand more and to support my findings.
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